
How can churches engage with Hull - UK City of Culture 2017? 
Ideas from churches in Liverpool 

 
Introduction 
In 2008, Liverpool was the European Capital of Culture. It was a milestone in the 
history of that city and has left a lasting legacy. Various reports were commissioned 
by the Culture Company which coordinated it, of which the main one is ‘Liverpool 
Capital of Culture 2008 Impacts’ prepared by members of John Moores University. I 
have it electronically and am happy to e-mail it. Alternatively, it is available on-line. 
My focus, however, was to ascertain whether the churches in Liverpool engaged with 
it and, if so, what has been the legacy of that year?  
 
In the summer of 2015, I had the privilege of study leave. I spent a couple of weeks 
of it in Liverpool, meeting church leaders, members of congregations and folk I 
happened to bump into, and generally walking around and observing. I was seeking 
to find out what happened in 2008 and whether churches were able to use it in any 
way as an opportunity for blessing their communities and sharing something of the 
message of God’s love that we seek to offer the world in our words and lives. 
 
I went with four questions: 

(i) What did you do in 2008 as part of Liverpool’s year of culture? 
(ii) Did 2008 Capital of Culture impact the outer estates or was it mainly confined 

to the city-centre? 
(iii) What, with hindsight, do you wish you had done in 2008? 
(iv) What legacy has been left? 

 
Over the fortnight I had many meetings with church leaders, church members plus 
folk who I got into conversation with whilst walking and travelling around, in cafes and 
museums. What follows is a distillation of those conversations and things I noticed 
from brochures, adverts, websites and the like. I offer these as an encouragement to 
us as churches in Hull and region to think creatively about how we might engage with 
Hull UK City of Culture 2017. In doing so, I recognise that many churches are already 
active in this area. But perhaps there is scope for building on that in 2017? I see 
2017 not as an end in itself, but an opportunity to do something missional around it 
which will have a legacy for good long beyond 2017. 
 
I will look briefly at Liverpool’s context for 2008, then explain the ways that churches 
engaged with it, and finally suggest ways that churches in Hull might wish to engage. 
If you are short of time, as many of us are, then I suggest that you skip to pages 9-11 
and just look at the suggestions! My contact details are at the end if needed. 
 
 
Liverpool’s context There are some similarities between Hull and Liverpool, most notable in their 
maritime heritage. Although Liverpool is a younger port than Hull, its expansion 
especially in the 19th century, was meteoric. It grew rich, firstly on the slave trade, 
and then as the key port of the British Empire and transatlantic trade. However, as 
that trade diminished, the docks in Liverpool fell largely into disuse and dereliction. 
 
Years of industrial unrest followed, plus mass unemployment. The notorious Toxteth 
riots of the early 1980’s signalled a nadir for the city and put it on the front pages of 
the newspapers for all the wrong reasons. Public clashes between the Thatcher 
government and Liverpool City Council did not help. Even now, both Margaret 
Thatcher, and Derek Hatton, the then Deputy Leader of the Council, remain hate 



figures amongst many people I spoke too. Ironically, it was a Tory minister, Michael 
Heseltine, who is remembered with greater respect. He was shocked when he visited 
the city and helped to broker the regeneration of Albert Dock and bring the 1984 
Garden Festival to Liverpool. So there were signs of regeneration even before the 
city was awarded European Capital of Culture 2008. 
 
In terms of culture, though, Liverpool has long had a rich heritage. In past centuries, 
there has been much patronage of the arts by wealthy Liverpudlians. The Liverpool 
Philharmonic orchestra was the first professional symphony orchestra in the UK. Theatres have long been part of the city scene as well as places to study and learn 
the arts. The city has produced many exponents of popular music, and not just The 
Beatles! ‘Mersey sound’ was well established globally decades before 2008. The city 
has produced many playwrights, photographers, film-makers etc. A visit to the 
‘People’s Republic’ part of the Museum of Liverpool showcases many of these. 
 
Nevertheless, 2008 was clearly a pivotal and transformational year for Liverpool. As 
well as bringing national and international talent to the city, it provided a great 
showcase for indigenous, grass-roots talent too. Despite the fact that the world was 
about to enter global recession, 2008 has left a rich legacy to the city. In only a 
couple of weeks, it was obvious that here was a place which was vibrant and 
emerging. Some of that is due to inward investment, most evident in the many 
construction projects all over the city (almost one in every street in the city centre it 
seems!), but also in the huge engagement with culture of all kinds. Often this seems 
to go hand in hand with eating out! Perhaps there is a lesson there: food and culture!  
 
Talking to a variety of people, both church leaders and ‘gossiping’ to folk who I 
happened to meet on the bus, train, in museums, cafes etc, it seems that a lot of 
what happened in 2008 was based in the city centre. That said, the City Council did 
recognise that, in order to enable people on limited incomes to access the 
programmes, they needed to organise concessionary fares for public transport. I did 
not find out exactly how the mechanics of that worked, but I would certainly 
encourage our Council and 2017 team to look into that, as I am sure that they are 
doing. However, the churches were able to bring cultural activities out of the centre 
and into local communities, as you will see in the next section, and this is a really 
positive feature of their contribution. They were also able to engage many people in 
‘culture’ who are often pushed to the margins or overlooked. 
 
Looking at Liverpool seven years on from 2008, what was most exciting to me was to 
see the number of people who are out and about in the city. The waterfront was 
heaving! Partly that is due to the cruise-ships, which now bring some 80000 
additional visitors to Liverpool. It is also due to the fact that Liverpool has become a 
tourist destination. It is no longer a pariah-city! People make an effort to go there. But 
also, some 20000 people have moved back into the city centre, most of them into 
flats and apartments on or near the water-front. There are plans to create living 
spaces for another 30000 in the next decade! If that was not enough, through its new 
conference and exhibition facilities, Liverpool has lined up many national and 
international events to come to its iconic waterfront, bringing countless more visitors 
and their cash. Wandering along the miles of docks, I encountered marinas, narrow-
boats (from the Leeds-Liverpool canal), heritage boats, museums and galleries 
(including Liverpool, Maritime, Beatles, Tate), hotels, the Mersey Ferry, wake-
boarding and other water-sports, the cruise-terminal, a giant ferris wheel, not to 
mention countless eateries. It is no wonder that so many people are there – there is 
always something happening, even when there is not an organised festival! And all 
this is separated from the main retail centre by a very busy dual carriageway – which 



did not seem to present a major barrier, interestingly! The city has recently 
introduced a cycle-hire system like the ‘Boris bikes’ in London, and I saw a lot of 
people using them, all over the city. 
 
I walked around on quite a number of weekday evenings and there will still many 
people around, with eateries doing brisk trade. That is a striking contrast to Hull, 
where 7.00pm on a Wednesday evening sees the place practically empty! People 
told me that this is definitely a legacy of 2008. It is now part of the culture for people 
to turn out, rather than scurry back to their homes. As well as the regular cultural activities, there seemed to be a festival of some kind every week. A glance at the ‘Its 
Liverpool’ website and brochure made very exciting reading. One of the highlights in 
the Liverpool calendar are the ‘Light Nights’ when, across the city, many different 
buildings and venues join in with the theme of light, interpreting it in their various 
creative ways. Liverpool certainly has an ‘Open Culture’. 
 
Then there were the ‘Superlambananas’ across the city! But I think I prefer our toads! 
 
All this may seem a bit daunting for us in Hull, but I found it encouraging. This 
vibrancy has not always been there, but has grown over time. Speaking to local 
people, they remember how it was and, consequently, give thanks that, over time 
and with vision and planning, the city has come alive and found its confidence. I met 
a man who had been a Curate in one of the churches forty years ago. He had just 
returned to the city to visit friends. He was staggered by the transformation and 
described Liverpool as a ‘city of resurrection’. This gives me great hope for Hull! 
 
 
Liverpool Churches and 2008 
2008 was, across the UK, the year of ‘Hope ‘08’ amongst churches. Liverpool 
churches took this theme and applied it locally, relating it to Capital of Culture.  
 
‘Spaces for Hope’ 
Initially, the Culture Company were a bit wary of faith groups. So, being aware of 
that, several ministers pressed for meetings with senior people to ask what they 
could do to gain trust and engage with the rest of the city in this exciting year. Their 
patience and persistence, attending many meetings(!), paid off. A good relationship 
was established and a small pot for making grants established. The initiative was 
titled ‘Spaces for Hope’. 
 
The terms of ‘Spaces for Hope’ (SfH) were agreed between churches and the Culture 
Company. In brief, churches agreed to contribute £50 each to the SfH fund as a 
token of their commitment. The Culture Company contributed to the SfH fund too. An 
application form was created for churches to submit their proposals and say how 
much funding they were requesting. Amounts were typically a few hundred pounds. 
Applicants had to state: the purpose of their event, how it would involve the 
community (and not just the church), the amount being requested and the 
breakdown. Certain costs were not admissible, such as refreshments, gifts and 
donations, fireworks, parties, etc. But they could include the costs of materials, costs 
of making the room available (e.g. heating), the cost of bringing in a local artist or 
facilitator etc. The form stated that a condition of the event was that it would be open 
to anyone to attend, free, and that there would not be any attempt at the direct 
promotion of religious beliefs. If approved by the SfH committee, 80% of the grant 
was awarded up-front, with the remaining 20% payable after the event and the 
submission of a brief report to ensure that the conditions had been met and to 
celebrate its contribution to community life. The report included information such as: 



the number of professionals and volunteers involved, number of participants, 
engagement with young people, elements of training and legacy, and actual costs. 
The kinds of events supported are outlined below. If you would like more information, 
please contact me directly - details are at the end of this report. 
 
Events organised by different churches of varying tradition and context included: 
 
- ‘Your Community in Pictures’: cameras were distributed to church and community 
members to take up to twenty pictures of views that, in their opinion, helped to define their community, both its joys and sorrows. What gave distinctiveness, connectivity, 
hope? The photos were then exhibited for a week in the church, thus helping to open 
up a Grade 1 listed building to the community that otherwise remained locked up 
much of the time. Contemplation and conversation flowed over refreshments that 
were laid on. 
 
- ‘Stations of the Resurrection’: a partnership between a church and a local probation 
hostel. A local artist worked with men from the hostel to give a modern interpretation 
of the narratives leading up to Easter, using large paintings created by the men. 
Church members contributed their understanding of the different themes of the story. 
These included many that the men could identify with, such as: making difficult 
decisions, being betrayed and disowned by friends, being falsely accused, being let 
down by those who had the potential to help, being humiliated and mocked, receiving 
help from a stranger, sensing defeat, being in mourning, hoping for better things, 
thinking of others, feeling totally abandoned, death. The group looked at these 
experiences of Jesus and sought to interpret visually how these linked to their own 
experiences. The local artist was crucial here, as many of the men had no 
experience of painting. She helped them to look at the use of paint, perspective, 
colour and different styles to convey feelings and truths. Some of the results were 
edgy and pithy! The stations were installed in the church and on display for many 
weeks. 
 
- ‘Mixed Media Art Display’: a partnership between a local church, a day centre for 
adults with special needs, a probation hostel (where many of the people suffer from 
some kind of mental-health issue) and a family pre-school centre. A local artist from 
the day centre facilitated a series of art and craft session through the autumn using 
fabric, paints and clay. Themes explored centred around women in the Christian 
tradition who have enlivened the church and wider world. The work of the artist Dina 
Cormick was used as a vehicle for inspiration. The artwork was exhibited throughout 
November. The group also created a Nativity set, inspired by the work of Alberto 
Giocommetta. The hostel created the wise men, the day centre the shepherds, the 
pre-school the Holy Family, and the church made the angels. The event brought 
together people from aged 2-82, and from very varied social and ethnic backgrounds. 
 
- ‘Wave if You’re Really There’: an event organised with a church by a company 
specialising in the contemporary arts. It brought together artists, poets, musicians 
from the locality and further afield. 
 
- ‘Creative Afternoon’: in the June half-term, a session for children and young people. 
The event was open to any young person, but invitations were sent to local 
uniformed organisations and children’s groups from local churches. It involved a local 
music programme, and a local dancing school. Opportunities were offered for dance, 
music, crafts and games. A particular feature was activities to attract boys, as these 
had been noticeably absent from previous events! So, for example, model-making 
was offered  



 
- ‘Junk Dragon’: a church dedicated to St. Margaret used a story from the life of its 
saint as the theme for a junk-modelling afternoon activity. The large ‘junk dragon’ 
was exhibited afterwards. It was a very popular event! 
 
- ‘Toddler Drop-In’: an activity open to all toddlers plus parents/grandparents/carers 
to call by for chat, refreshments and an activity to create a ‘tree of hope’ banner for 
later exhibiting. 
 - ‘Community Costume Cluster’: in an event organised by a local church in its hall, 
costumes were created for a local children’s dance group. It brought together people 
of all ages, talents and abilities to work together, chat and make new friends. The 
church provided refreshments. 
 
- ‘Hope Here and Now’: the church hosted a youth photo project, linked to the making 
of a ‘vulnerable’ piece of public art. The young people took photographs of their 
community. Based on these, a piece of public art was created that was exhibited 
outside the church. It addressed the issues of vandalism and the carelessness with 
which many of us treat the environment and property of others. 
 
- ‘Hope’: a partnership between a local church, a local school and a local professional 
artist to create an art installation in church on the theme of hope. 
 
- ‘Spem in Alium’: Tallis’s epic 40-part motet was the inspiration for this musical 
concert, which also included pieces by other composers, both familiar and unfamiliar. 
An optional afternoon rehearsal was offered prior to the day workshops when the 
performers were brought together and taught the music by two experienced local 
music directors. The evening concert was given in the church. The event brought 
people together from church choirs, singing groups, a local early music forum, plus 
individuals from the local community. Many people were introduced to new styles of 
music. Others discovered that they could actually sing in a traditional choir, with 
some going on to join one of the choirs. There was a mix of abilities involved and 
new friendships were made. The day was more than about learning the music. Many 
performers and those in the audience had never been inside the church building 
before, even though it is one of the most significant community assets. 
 
- ‘Circus Skills’: a partnership by local churches and circus trainers to enable young 
people to have a go at circus skills. Several afternoon and evening sessions at 
different venues were offered. 
 
- ‘Craft Café’: an initiative from the Swedish Church which has continued as a weekly 
event. People can come and have a go at Nordic knitting, weaving, felting, and 
sewing. The café has Scandinavian fare on offer. It’s worth mentioning that the same 
church, in 2008, mounted an exhibition about migration, especially of people from 
Finland.  
 
- ‘Treasures from Stoneyhouse School’: organised by a local Catholic church, the 
exhibition features beautiful objects from a Jesuit school, and other Jesuit treasures 
from further afield. Local people were actively involved. Local art historians and 
scholars were invited to contribute their expertise. Musicians played baroque Jesuit 
music. The school has had a major part to play in the history of that part of Liverpool, 
with many former pupils still living locally, so the events generated a great deal of 
interest. 
 



The Cathedrals 
As well as the SfH initiative, there were several other ‘home-grown’ initiatives. Both 
cathedrals were active. There were exhibitions (notably ‘Le Corbusier’) and concerts 
in the cavernous crypt Catholic cathedral, which attracted many people to this 
extraordinary space. As both cathedrals lie at opposite ends of Hope Street, a laser 
beam was installed shining from one cathedral tower to the other. 
 
Many events took place in the Anglican cathedral, notably full and active participation 
in the ‘Light Nights’ and a stunning promenade-style drama called ‘Dream, Think, Speak’ by a national drama company. An intriguing ‘Psychedelic Choral Evensong’ 
was offered, which was very well-attended. It used stunning lighting displays to help 
articulate the different moods and flow of this ancient service. Likewise, a sung 
Compline with special lighting and candles proved popular too. The Twilight Tower 
Tours offered in 2008 have become a permanent fixture now, and every Thursday 
evening from March through to October, the public can climb the 300-foot tower (with 
the help of lifts!) to experience arguably one of the most stunning views across the 
city and beyond. 
 
2008 was a year of transformation for the Anglican Cathedral. Prior to that, it had 
been the venue for some concerts, university events, schools visits and carol 
services, plus the occasional exhibition. In 2004, the Dean had had the vision to open 
up the cathedral to the city, by creating a new café (on a mezzanine floor in the north 
transept), a shop, better toilets, performance spaces, decent PA system and the 
ability to use lighting systems. By 2008, they were geared up, both with facilties and 
personnel, to make the most of the opportunities on offer. Since 2008, the cathedral 
plays host to a wide variety of events every week, overseen by an events team. The 
place has become a tourist destination in its own right. Crucially, it is a place where 
people come to pray and the cathedral has a reputation as being fully engaged with 
seeking the well-being with the city it seeks to serve. It has built strong and fruitful 
partnerships with local business and civic organisations, tourist groups, schools, 
Universities (Liverpool has three of these, with some 70000 students!) and colleges, 
voluntary groups, arts groups. It even offers regular abseiling events! At every event, 
a member of the cathedral staff or local clergy offers a brief welcome and attends the 
event. The choice of person is tailored to the event. 
 
In Another Place (IAP) 
In 2005, the acclaimed artist Anthony Gormley installed hundreds of iron statues on 
Crosby beach. They are all looking out to sea. The art installation has become iconic, 
and a popular draw for tourists. It is entitled ‘Another Place’. In the same year, a local 
church used the statues as the backdrop to an outdoor Nativity on the beach. They 
decided to call their production, ‘Christmas – In Another Place’. This was followed by 
‘Easter – In Another Place’. The success of these two initiatives has led to the 
creation of an ecumenical venture called ‘In Another Place’ (IAP). 2008 was a major 
year for them, and they staged the first outdoor event of the year for the city, which 
was based around the history of Liverpool, using the stories of a variety of people, al 
of whom were inspired by their faith, to make a difference to the city.  
 
IAP has since blossomed! It has made giant puppets, which can be hired, to tell Bible 
stories. They have undertaken major performances in the city centre, notably of 
‘Narnia’; a production in a disused church which attracted some 17000 people. And 
they have created Assembly Teams to undertake weekly school assemblies which 
takes schools through the Bible in a year: stories from the Old Testament in the 
Autumn term (leading up to Christmas), stories of Jesus in the Spring term (leading 
up to Easter) and stories of the risen Jesus and the first Christians in the Summer 



term. The resources for all of these are available to other groups to use – which 
includes props, costumes, DVDs, CDs as well as written material. As I write this 
report, they have rolled out the ‘Qwerkies’, a trail around local businesses and 
organisations to find different pieces of locally-made artwork – great fun for children 
and adults alike. It gets people out and about, mixing and chatting, getting some 
exercise and helping to build community cohesion.  
 
A great outcome of all this artistic activity is that IAP has drawn many volunteers into 
its orbit, some of whom do the ‘up front’ work, but many others who make, sew, record, file, store, make cups of tea etc. Adults with additional needs are amongst 
those who contribute. They draw people from across many denominations and seem 
to have the respect of many local non-church organisations, including schools, dance 
groups, choirs, artists, businesses and local authorities. Off the back of this, too, has 
emerged a gospel choir. Much of their funding is from donations from private 
individuals and some of the churches, plus, where appropriate, from sales of tickets 
and resources. 
 
I was most impressed by IAP, and wonder whether such an organisation could take 
root in Hull, in time for 2017. They have a plethora of resources to help us on our 
way. I have more information on them from my meeting, and some examples of their 
resources, but they also have a website which I encourage you to visit: 
www.inanotherplace.com. 
 
Interfaith activities 
I only discovered one truly interfaith initiative from 2008 during my visit: 
- ‘Faith Quilt’: this was a project in Liverpool 8 – which includes Toxteth – an area 
devastated by the terrible riots of the 1980s and which has suffered from much 
deprivation. It is also one of the most ethnically diverse areas of Liverpool. The 
project was conceived by the Merseyside Council of Faiths. The aim was to create a 
large quilt celebrating the contribution of women of faith from all the local faith 
groups. Each faith group made a panel telling the story of one of their women of faith 
and these were eventually stitched together to make one quilt. The Faith Quilt was 
exhibited for a fortnight at a central venue in L8, accompanied by explanatory text, 
prayers and illustrations. Women from the different faith groups provided the 
refreshments for the public, each bringing food and drink appropriate to their own 
tradition. A booklet was produced as a momento of the initiative.  
 
Since 2008, there have been a few other inter-faith initiatives, and there seem to be 
very good relationships between the different groups. They have, for example, 
organised a pilgrimage between the different worship centres. At each centre, there 
has been refreshments and some kind of artistic display appropriate to the setting. I 
also noticed that Liverpool is about to stage ‘A Very Big Catwalk’ as a major 
community event. Whilst not interfaith per se, the idea is that any group that wishes 
to can submit an entry to the catwalk. So a uniformed group might be in uniform, 
sports team in their team strip, a dance group may come in costume, a theatre 
company in the dress of a forthcoming production, an ethnic group may dress up in 
its national costume etc etc. So there is scope in such an event to draw in all sections 
of local society. 
 
Tours 
As in many cities, there are guided tours available in Liverpool. But they seem to 
have been quite creative, using local themes. So one can go on a ‘Beatles tour’ in a 
taxi, football tour (Anfield and Goodison Park principally) by bus, slavery tour etc. 
There are also regular tours organised by the Royal Institute of British Architects 



(RIBA), of significant buildings and neighbourhoods in the history of the city. As you 
can imagine, churches feature prominently in these and so this has created a 
constructive partnership between RIBA and some of the local churches. 
 
Other inspiring ventures 
I visited ‘Something Else’, which operates on a Tuesday and Thursday in the city 
centre, and is run by a Methodist minister, Revd. Ian Hu – coincidentally who used to 
be in East Hull! It is known locally as the ‘Bread Church’. Anyone can turn up at 
between 10.30am and 11.00am on the days it is meeting. Having washed hands and put on an apron, I was given some flour and shown to a large kitchen, where a 
couple of dozen people were gathered around a large communal table making bread. 
The mix of people was wonderful, from young (it was school holidays) to quite senior! 
There were people who had special needs, folk from the estates, city centre and 
‘leafy’ suburbs. There was a great buzz. Ian was a great host and was assisted by a 
team of volunteers. So there was plenty of help on hand for anyone, like me, who 
had never made bread before. Inevitably, you get chatting to the people around the 
table. Faith issues did crop up naturally in the conversation, and Ian had places 
around the kitchen, posters which had their own message, including Jesus being the 
Bread of Life. There was a ‘prayer room’ next door where anyone could go an sit 
quietly at any point, should they wish. By 12.30pm, we had cleared up and our loaves 
were in the oven. The smell was heavenly! Anyone who wished to was invited 
through to the prayer room for 30 mins of prayers and sharing. We had a short Bible 
passage, and people could light candles. At 1pm, we gathered around the table for 
lunch, fresh bread (obviously!) and homemade vegetable soup. Participants were 
invited to make a donation. At 2pm our own loaves were ready and we headed off. 
The idea was to make two loaves, one to keep and one to give away. I have to say 
that the one I made did taste good! The whole event was a great, and different, way 
to be church. And the imagery of bread was especially appropriate. 
 
Liverpool has a pioneer minister who is nominally connected to the city-centre 
Anglican church but is, in reality, mostly a free agent. Alongside running regular 
events for business people and helping with Street Pastors, he has also developed 
an active ministry over the airwaves. Liverpool has a local TV station called Bay TV 
(equivalent to Estuary TV in our own area). From appearing sporadically on the 
station, he now has a weekly Sunday morning programme which he hosts called 
‘Faith Matters’. He has now been joined by a young Curate who trained at a London 
art school as an illustrator and is very tuned into the arts. She is, part-time, 
ministering around the ‘Baltic Triangle’ (an ‘arty’ area which feels a bit like our Fruit 
Market) where many artistic ventures are popping up. She is also considering setting 
up ‘Club Angels’, based on the model that was set up in Leeds city centre, where 
Christians, in fluorescent tee-shirts, joined in the clubbing scene and got into 
conversations with people. 
 
A couple of non-church initiatives impressed me. A weekly ‘Foodslam’ takes place in 
an old warehouse in the ‘Baltic Triangle’ area. It is called ‘Camp and Furnace’- they 
don’t have a website but are on Facebook. On Friday and Saturday evenings, they 
set out long tables, around which are many stalls selling food and drink. Entry to the 
venue is free, and everyone is given a plate and cutlery. You can then go round to 
the stalls to purchase whatever food you wish. There is a bar. Live music is laid on. A 
great atmosphere! 
FACT is a charitable venture in the city centre. It combines being a cinema showing 
perhaps more niche films with an educational establishment where technology and 
the arts come together – fascinating! Look them up on their website for more 
information: www.fact.co.uk. 



Ideas for local churches and Hull 2017 
I hope that some of the ideas from Liverpool churches outlined above will have 
sparked ideas in your own minds, whether you are inner city, suburban, estate, semi-
rural or whatever. Below is a distillation of the ideas I picked up which might work in 
different parts of our city and region. They are in no particular order! 
 
- ‘Light Nights’ – I shall be speaking to the Council at senior level to suggest this, 
since it seems to me to be a great way to bring the whole city, including churches, 
together in a joint initiative. They can then become an annual fixture.  
- art installations 
- partnerships: other churches and faith groups, schools, hostels, day centres, 
community groups, uniformed groups, sports clubs, businesses, local artists and 
creative people etc. 
- expressions of local issues, e.g. through something like ‘Stations of the 
Resurrection’, Nativity scenes, vulnerable public art 
- photographic exhibitions 
- art and crafts sessions – perhaps a ‘Cr-afternoon’? 
- events that specifically pick up the 2017 themes of ‘Made in Hull’ and ‘Freedom’ 
- events which offer a platform for local bands, musicians, poets, dancers, artists, 
sculptors, etc 
- model-building 
- junk modelling to create something connected with your community, or if your 
church has a dedication to a saint, to the story of his or her life. 
- creating costumes 
- street theatre 
- a massed choral concert 
- a faith quilt 
-  a touring concert or production, that could, for example, tour estates in Hull. 
- pilgrimages 
- something akin to the ‘Bread Church’ 
- invite a local artist to talk about how they set about the planning and execution of a 
work of art. Choose a theme that will connect with the people of your community. 
This could be combined with an exhibition/performance of the work of local artists. 
- hold a themed ‘food-night’ – inviting members of an ethnic group in your area to 
contribute. Culture and food go well together, so why not ask them to share 
something of their cultural traditions. 
- screen a film – perhaps something thought-provoking which resonates with local 
issues. Offer food as part of it – it does wonders to relax people and get them mixing! 
- offer a series of talks in Lent – themes and media that will appeal not just to church 
people but be accessible to a wider audience. Offer some simple refreshments. You 
could invite donations towards a charity of your choice. If you are stuck for ideas, 
then Sierra Leone will be a key feature of 2017, and many churches and schools in 
Hull have connections with counterparts in Freetown and beyond. What about 
collecting for them? Hull’s Freetown Society can tell you more. 
- taking IAP’s ‘Qwerkie’s’ initiative as a template, install locally-made items of artwork 
in local shops and businesses to form a trail. It can end up at the church, with 
refreshments (and live music?) on offer. 
- stage an event such as ‘Experience Easter’ (more details from the Diocese of 
Gloucester website under ‘Outreach and Discipleship’) – an interactive tableau. 
- stage a ‘village show’ in your community (even if you are not in a ‘village’ as such!) 
with flowers, vegetables, baking, needlework, tapestry, knitting, photography, etc on 
offer. Make sure that there are categories that children can enter so that it becomes 
an event for all ages. If you have space, have some performances through the day of 



music, dance, poetry/spoken word, acting, circus tricks etc. This provides a great 
opportunity to work with local groups and businesses and showcases local talent.  
- offer a ‘health night’- this could be for men and women, or targeted at men or 
women only. Invite a local medical practitioner to speak and ask your minister, or 
someone else, to speak about spiritual health. Some simple, healthy(!) refreshments 
can be offered. The local healthcare centre or pharmacist will probably be able to 
obtain leaflets to give out.  
- organise a dinner on a sporting theme, with atmospheric lighting and music. Ask a 
few local sports men and women to speak. We have a number of people engaged in sport locally who are Christians so why not ask them? If you don’t know who they 
are, then one of the sports chaplains will be able to help you. If you don’t know who 
they are, contact me and I’ll put you in touch! 
- create a ‘Cross by the Stations’ during Holy Week (as opposed to Stations of the 
Cross). In Liverpool, large crosses made by local churches from scrap materials were 
left (with permission!) at many of the railway stations in the city. As we don’t have 
many railway stations, we will have to be imaginative! What about leaving them at 
local bus-stops? Again, with permission.  
- invite a celebrity who has a local connection to come and speak on a relevant 
theme – perhaps to share their hopes on how 2017 can help the regeneration of Hull. 
- commission an exhibition of icons in the church. There is a resurgence across many 
communities world-wide in the appreciation of how icons can aid prayer. Many 
people find something visual, as opposed just cerebral, helps them in their life. Icons 
are to be ‘read’ so ask someone who can explain them to speak. We have icon 
painters in Hull who create icons, but in a 21st century style. Again, I can furnish you 
details if you don’t know who to approach. 
- organise a tour around the places and buildings of significance in your community. 
Can you combine this with treasures being exhibited that are usually locked away? 
These might include special objects (including those that we use as part of our 
worship), but also documents, records and pictures. Do you have a church tower or 
roof that you could allow the public, suitably supervised, to access? Viewing our 
communities from above gives a whole new perspective. (You could combine it with 
a short act of prayer for your community as you look over it.) You could approach 
RIBA locally for help with your tour. Don’t just focus on old or ‘heritage’ buildings – 
you may not have any of these anyway! But many places and ‘ordinary’ buildings 
have stories associated with them. Do any of these stories involve people who were 
motivated by their Christian faith? Many parts of our city were impacted by post-WW2 
‘slum clearances’. Those stories need to be kept alive. Can you help? Are there 
themes, perhaps of loss and new-start that can be interpreted spiritually? What is the 
hope that we as churches can offer into those situations? 
- in May 1917, many Hull men died at the battle of Oppy Wood. Were men from your 
community involved, and how did that impact families and friends back home? Hull 
History Centre as well as records on-line can help with your research, but invite 
people locally to bring their own family stories and pictures. An event to open an 
exhibition, perhaps with music and poetry from the time could be organised. 
- June 2017 sees the 10th anniversary of the terrible flooding in Hull and region. If 
your community was heavily impacted, then an exhibition of pictures and stories 
could appreciated. What themes emerge? Fear, loss, disruption etc. What has the 
Christian faith to say about these? 
- make a ‘people’s path’. You could buy in bricks – or perhaps ask a local builder or 
builders’ merchant to donate them. Invite people to write their name on the brick and 
decorate it in whatever way they feel appropriate. Lay the bricks as a ‘people’s path’. 
This would probably be a temporary installation unless you wanted to seek 
permission to make it permanent. Plenty of related Christian themes here – of being 



on a journey, Jesus saying that he is the Way, one path but many different bricks – 
celebrating unity and diversity etc. 
- who are the ‘movers and shakers’ in your community, paid and unpaid? At some 
point in 2017, invite them to breakfast, asking them to share how they would like to 
see your community grow and flourish post-2017. What actions are needed? 
- the Noah Play: I have made a suggestion, both the 2017 company and to the Hull 
and East Riding Interfaith forum, that 2017 should feature a major outdoor re-
enactment of the mediaeval ‘Noah Play’. The three Abrahamic faiths have this story 
in their holy books, and most major world faiths have a flood narrative. I would hope that this could include every church and faith group that wishes to be involved and 
could appeal to people right across the city, whether of faith or not. 2017 is also the 
tenth anniversary of the horrendous flooding in Hull and region, so it would have an 
added poignancy. A major event in the city could also spawn other events in local 
communities drawing on elements from the Noah story. So I would be open to ideas 
and suggestions! 
- organise a ‘Come and sing’ event. Perhaps the 2017 theme of ‘Freedom’ could be 
your inspiration? What about including some music from overseas, especially if your 
church or community has a link. If you have your own local musical talent, then use it. 
If you don’t, then there are community choirs in and around Hull who would probably 
be pleased to help. But they will be filling up their diaries for 2017, so it would be 
good to start planning in good time. 
 
 
Summing Up 
I hope that something of my report will provide the spark of inspiration for you in your 
context. 2008 was clearly transforming for Liverpool, and we pray that 2017 and its 
legacy will do something similar for Hull. In a way, we can learn from the Liverpool 
experience. When I asked people what they wished, with hindsight, they had done, 
the most common answer was to see more cultural events happening away from the 
city centre and in the communities where most people live. Churches have a major 
role to play in ensuring that this happens in 2017, and that those on the margins are 
drawn in.  
 
Finally, we need to remember why we are doing this. We are made, so the Bible tells 
us, in the image of God, the Creator. That being so, then part of that image is surely 
that we are, by nature, creative. So a starting point, for me, is that we are to celebrate 
creativity in all its forms. Furthermore, if we believe in a God who wants the best for 
all his creation and for all people to receive his love and blessing, then I believe that it 
is right that we seek to bless our communities with our servant ministries, and that 
can include cultural events. Finally, by building such bridges and being a positive 
presence within the community, then I believe that God will create the opportunities 
for us to share something of the message of hope that we have within us. It’s up to 
us to be tuned in to what God is already up to in all of this, and join in! 
 Neal Barnes 

August 2015 
 
 
If you want further details on anything I’ve written, then I can be contacted at: 
Holy Trinity Parish Centre 10a-11 King Street, Hull, HU1 1RR 
Phone: 01482 224460 or 07581 280785 
E-mail: NBarnes@holytrinityhull.com 


