
 

Luke 2:22-40 The Presentation of Jesus at the Temple 

Watching and Waiting - Comfort and Challenge - Potential and Priorities 

When I (Rev Eve)  preached this sermon in our church, we had some of our younger members 

playing and being held by their mums in the service - I pointed out that these lovely babies were 

wonderful sermon illustrations for us! An infant, loved by his or her family before they've done 

or achieved anything of 'worth', with so much potential for life and joy.  

This is where we meet Jesus in this passage. At 40 days old, he is being 

brought to the Temple to fulfil what is required of his family by the Jewish Law. The 

purification of the mother, as outlined in Leviticus 12: 6-8 and the redemption of the first-

born (Exodus 13:2, 12-13) are fulfilled, and we note again the likely relative poverty of the 

Holy Family, as they offer birds for sacrifice instead of a goat. Luke, in his 'orderly account' 

also draws allusions to the dedication of Samuel by Hannah (1 Samuel 1:21-8) - another mother who experienced 

God's favour and blessing and responded by giving the child back to God's service.    

A normal Jewish family, doing normal Jewish things, yet with an extraordinary child that is about to be greeted by 

two new friends - friends who have been watching and waiting. 

Watching and Waiting 

Meet Simeon - from our passage we know that he is 'righteous and devout', and has 

been 'waiting for the consolation of Israel', the comfort that Yahweh promised his 

people generations before (see Isaiah 40). The Holy Spirit had promised him that he 

would meet the 'promised one', the Messiah, and he had been led by the Spirit to 

the temple that very day. I wonder what he expected to happen? He is overjoyed to 

meet the infant Jesus, and takes him into his arms. I wonder what Mary and Joseph 

thought - yet again, strangers were proclaiming amazing things about their son! 

Simeon recalls the promises of Isaiah 49, that the servant of God will be 'a light for 

the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth'. Jesus will be the 

means by which every nation will be blessed, and the hope that all people, not just 

the Jews,  will be able to draw close to God in faith and be his children. Simeon feels 

he can now 'depart in peace' - his waiting his over, the promise of God is fulfilled.  

Anna, an older prophet, has also been watching and waiting in the temple, praising God in the 

women's area of the temple. She also meets Jesus, but rather than assume her work is over, she 

then leaves the Temple and starts telling everyone who was interested about who Jesus was! 

These two faithful characters have been watching and waiting for God to move. This made me think 

- what were the priests in the Temple thinking or doing while all this was happening? Were they even 

there? Had they just been getting on with the day's tasks, sacrifice after sacrifice, and failed to 

recognise the one they were waiting for? I wonder what they thought of the adult Jesus? 

Are we watching and waiting for God to move in our lives? We know Jesus has already come, but are we still alert to 

the Holy Spirit's leading, as Simeon was? Are we worshipping, fasting and praying in God's presence day after day? 

Do we, like Anna, tell others when God does something significant in our lives? 

Comfort and Challenge  

Simeon has something significant to say to Mary about Jesus' life (always Mary, she gets all the crazy news!): ‘This 

child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that 

the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ (Luke 2:34-35) 



 

Israel's expectations of a King, Saviour, Messiah, would be 

challenged, turned upside-down by Jesus - and many would take 

great offence at his teaching and ministry. To those Jesus 

ministered to, many found great comfort in his affirmation of their 

place in God's family. He would heal many, restoring them into their 

communities with dignity. He would affirm both women and men, slave and free as 

those whom God wants to meet and transform. Yet he would also challenge the 

religious leaders, and offend their sense of self-righteousness and authority. He would discern 

the hearts of many he met, and some would not like what he saw. And of course, Mary would 

meet the horrific day when she witnessed the crucifixion of her first son, as he was 

condemned as a common criminal. Her faith would be tested over and over again as she saw 

her son grow up, and become all he was destined to be.  

Are we willing to receive both God's comfort and God's challenge in our lives? Do we try to 'put God in a box' or do 

we let Jesus continually surprise us? Will we keep reading the Gospels, to see how Jesus treated people, what he 

taught and who/what he challenged? Will we follow Jesus to the cross, and let him set the course of our lives? 

Potential and Priorities 

This passage also speaks to us of potential - Jesus' potential as the God-Man, 

Saviour of the World, wrapped up in 'swaddling clothes'. He needed to 'grow in 

wisdom' - to learn to walk before he could roam the hills, towns and villages of 

Galilee; to be taught to speak before we would hear the 'sermon on the mount'; 

to grow up going to the Temple before he could foresee how he in fact fulfilled 

the promises of God. Jesus was affirmed in this ministry before he was 'worth' 

anything in Jewish culture, finding open arms in Simeon and excitement from Anna. There is such potential in human 

life, and this is brought to its ultimate fulfilment when it is aligned with God's will and surrendered to his love. 

In Jesus the potential for the nations to know God was also fully realised. The Gentiles (non-

Jews) could now be God's children, not through behaving like Jews as 'God-fearers' first but 

through faith in Jesus. We can see this promise exploding into life at Pentecost (Acts 2), as 

Peter realises that 'everyone who believes in him [Jesus] receives forgiveness of sins through his 

name' (Acts 10), and as Paul lives out his vocation as a missionary to the Gentiles (see 

Ephesians 3). God is lighting up the world, one life at a time. This race, gender and social 

status - defying love is still at work in God's world today. We 

may think of some of our friends and family as never being 

likely to follow Jesus, or acknowledge God, but 'for God all 

things are possible' (Matthew 19:26). We go on prioritising 

serving, caring, inviting, 'ready to  give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 

the reason for the hope that you have' with gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3:15). We 

mustn't underestimate God's ability to draw people to him, or our potential, when filled with God's Spirit, to show 

others the love of God in a way that will connect with them today. 

Do you know your own potential to be a light in the world when we let God work through us? Do we see potential in 

others, even when we have little in common, or don't think they are interested in faith? Can we be a 'prophet' like 

Anna, who could 'see' the way ahead even though Jesus was just a baby? Will we prioritise prayer, worship and 

serving others to let God shine in the world? 

So let's be followers of Jesus who are watching and waiting for the presence of God, who receive both the comfort 

and challenge that Jesus brings, and who prioritise Jesus in our lives, knowing his power to realise the potential in us 

and others in the world. Amen  (Sermon preached Sunday 29th January, 2017 and Holy Trinity Church, Hull) 
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