
Welcome
Holy Trinity is Hull’s most amazing place. It provides not only a 

place of worship, but a focal point for the community and a key 

venue for a range of charity and cultural events. 

In order to maintain and build upon its role, there is a need to 

make some physical improvements to both the Church and its 

immediate surroundings. This includes enhancing the building 

to create a welcoming and pleasant environment, as well as 

reconfiguring its interior and providing an extension to the 

building’s southern elevation. 

The Church has been working with architects and heritage 

consultants to develop options for the internal and external 

design of the building. The draft proposals will deliver a flexible 

space, capable of supporting the Church’s many functions to the 

benefit of existing and future generations whilst maintaining the 

building’s principle function as a place of worship and its strong 

cultural heritage and architectural quality.

The proposals mark an exciting opportunity to rejuvenate this 

historic and architecturally significant building and to secure its 

enjoyment and place within the community for generations to come. 

The project will be complete by January 2017 in order to celebrate 

Hull City of Culture.

The design team has been working closely with the Diocesan 

Advisory Committee, English Heritage and Hull City Council to 

develop a high quality design proposal and applications to seek 

approval for these works will be submitted shortly.

The Church welcomes any comments you have on the draft 

proposals in advance of us making an application in December. 

These draft proposals are also available to view online at:  

www.holytrinityhull.com

You can email your comments to neal@holytrinityhull.com 

or post them to: 

Proposed Development Works Consultation

C/O Rev Canon Dr Neal Barnes

Holy Trinity Church

1 Market Place

Kingston upon Hull

HU1 1RR

This plan shows those works proposed by the Church (there within the dotted red line) and 
how they integrate with the wider works to Trinity Square to be carried out by the Council.

Holy Trinity Church and Trinity Square in the context of Hull City Centre.
Extent of the Old Town Conservation Area is outlined in red.
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This board describes those works proposed by the Church (shown within the  
dotted red line boundary on the Welcome board) in addition to the wider public 
realm works to Trinity Square that are being pursued by Hull City Council. The Church 
have worked closely with the Council to ensure that the proposals are fully integrated 
and information on how this is achieved, is presented as follows:

The fountain jets’ can be 
incorporated into an attractive 
decorative water grate that echoes 
the footprint of Holy Trinity’s 
columns inside the Church. 

Rather than employ a standard ‘off 
the shelf’ manufacturer’s grate and 
housing that may look out of place 
in this special historic setting, the 
grate design would complement 
the Church’s architecture in a 
bespoke way while fulfilling the 
drainage requirements for the 
fountains.

The same column outline will 
continue as special paving 
stones (non-fountain) along the 
processional route.

Yorkstone paving in Marshall’s ‘Scoutmoor’ range will 
provide a high quality, robust and attractive paving 
material that will provide a complementary backdrop 
to Holy Trinity’s Medieval stone architecture.

The Scoutmoor range features natural tonal variations, 
comes in both smooth and textured finishes and is 
available in a wide variety of sizes to achieve a natural 
looking pattern.

The processional route to the Church’s west entrance 
can be subtly outlined by a neat slot drain. Paved 
drainage channels for the fountains can be topped 
with natural stone covers to go with the surrounding 
Scoutmoor.

We propose that paths and routes around the new 
square can be subtly articulated by changes in paving 
direction, paver/sett size, finish texture and are 
defined with flush Scoutmoor kerb lines. 

Elements of Holy Trinity’s existing historic 
character are reinterpreted in the proposed 
scheme, where they can add texture and interest 
to the public realm while telling the story of 
what was there before.

Reclaimed Ledgerstones
Holy Trinity’s existing churchyard contains a 
variety of historic ledgerstones that can be 
carefully selected and restored to create a 
‘border’ around the west end of the church and 
the new cafe. 

Old Church Wall
We propose that the footprint of the old 
church wall is defined with a different sett size 
and ‘rhythm’ to subtly emphasize it from the 
surrounding paving.

Left: BLA’s concept design for the fountain grates is based 
on the footprint of Holy Trinity’s internal columns.

Diamond sawn finish

Scoutmoor setts, channels and kerb in Batley

Yorkstone paver drain top

Capital textured finish

Existing ledgerstones around the church

The church wall

Top & Bottom: Salisbury Cathedral’s bespoke font, 
designed by William Pye, also required bespoke water 
grates to be fabricated.

Fountain GratesGeneral Paving Feature Paving

1 Remove all clutter and barriers
Demolish the boundary wall and remove the large elm tree at the front of the 
Church and the smaller trees along the north and south sides of the Church. 
Benches, bins and ‘period’ light columns will also be removed but the public art, 
new fencing, interpretation panel and the pavement to the streets will be retained

2
Repave the central area of the square 
We propose using Yorkstone (Scoutmoor) pavers and setts for longevity. The 
sub base can be engineered to take loading from traffic during events and car 
parking during services.

3 Listed footings to church boundary wall
Subtly articulate the footprint of the wall with a different Scoutmoor sett size 
and rhythm to echo the memory of the wall.

4 Processional Route 
A new formal route is conceived as an outdoor ‘extension’ of the nave. It is 
subtly outlined by specially designed pavement fountains and pavers to create 
a sense of occasion, of fun, of sanctuary from city life and a photographic 
opportunity for weddings.

5 Soften the edges
We propose planting additional trees and installing granite and timber seats 
and bins around the perimeter of the square. These will encourage people to 
stop and take a moment’s rest, by providing both sunny and sheltered spots 
from which to enjoy views of the processional route, fountains and Church, 
thus creating a permeable and social ‘seam’ to the surrounding city.

6 Lighting
We propose retaining the existing listed lamp posts (6a) while introducing 
new heritage lamp posts (6b) and new masts (6c) which integrate a projection 
system which could project artwork on to the Church at night and during 
special city-wide events.

7 Branded parasols
New branded parasols together with the new cafe building create an animated 
presence on the Market Square. 

8 New parking area
The removal of the existing boundary wall to the north of the Church will 
provide a new area of designated parking for the Church. 
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New space

Existing space reconfigured

New openings in existing walls

New walls

Storage

Reclaimed pews

Areas previously occupied by pews
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Remove and reclaim pews from the aisles and nave 
We are currently consulting heritage carpenters regarding how best to 
carefully reclaim and re-use the poppyhead finials, armrests and timber 
boards from the pews. We have shown a layout option showing smaller one, 
two and four person seats which re-use all of the standard pew ends. This 
frees up the central nave space for different seating arrangements using new 
chairs. This plan shows a typical arrangement for a congregation of 200.

Upgrade the nave floor
Install under-floor heating and replace flooring in areas previously occupied 
by the pews.

Flexible seating
a.) Provide 480 new movable and stackable chairs. Storage for chairs when 
not in use to be located in North and South Aisles within reclaimed timber 
enclosures.
b.) Movable choir pews

New entrance lobby, shop and cafe seating area
a.) Remove the existing lobby and provide a new 3m high, glazed 
enclosure. A series of glass doors will be fitted inside the enclosure to 
define the lobby and narthex. 
b.) To the north, the glass walls will define a space for the shop.
c.) To the south, there will be a seating area which leads to a new cafe. 
The glass walls can incorporate LED lighting to become radiant panels 
and can also feature a sandblasted manifestation.

Public toilet facilities
New WCs that can be conveniently accessed from the new cafe,  

the nave/south aisle, choir room and south transept.

New extension

A new extension off the south aisle will 
house the kitchen servery.

The kitchen is conceived as a ‘box’ inside 
the new extension to prevent the transfer of 
noise and smell.

The glazing allows views from South Church 
Side and the internal circulation corridor 
through to the existing church windows. 
The new link through the south wall will be 
beneath the existing cill.

9 Glazed link

A new glazed link allows through access 
to the south transept, separates the new 
volumes from the church wall, floods the 
circulation space with natural light and 
allows views of the south wall.

Low level storage will be located between 
the buttresses and below the level of the 
windows.

Storage strategy
Storage for the Church is conceived as a range of carefully crafted timber 
‘boxes’ in a variety of sizes to suit different types of objects, including 
the new stackable chairs. The ‘boxes’ will be located in convenient and 
appropriate locations around the Church. The design of the ‘boxes’ will 
be inspired by the language and high quality craftsmanship of existing 
timberwork around the Church and reuse reclaimed timber where possible.

New openings
All affected stonework will be carefully dismantled and new openings will 
be formed with dressed reveals and heads to match existing historic profiles 
found in the Church.
a.) A new opening is proposed aligning exactly with one of the large 
windows in the corner of the south aisle, enhancing movement and 
sightlines between the new cafe kitchen and the seating area. 
b.) A new opening is proposed from the Vicar’s Porch which will greatly 
improve connections between facilities on this side of the Church. 
c.) An existing blind opening will be opened up to both provide entry to 
a new accessible WC and to continue the circulation between the new 
kitchen and the south transept. 
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TRINITY SQUARE

Public Exhibition - November 2014
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, HULL



SOUTH AISLE CAFE
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2-3 Pew details 
4-8 Examples of fine timberwork around the Church to inspire the storage designs

1 Visual of refurbished pew

1 Visual of nave cleared of chairs for events 2 Theo Chairs in St Nicholas Church at Peper Harow, Surrey
3 Theo Chairs in St. Mary’s in the Market Place Church in Stockport
4 Theo chair being assessed at the C of E Design a Chair Competition, 2012

5 Connection detail
6 Theo chair

PEWS AND STORAGE

In the new layout, we propose that existing pew ends 

are reclaimed and carefully adapted into a collection 

of smaller seats to each accommodate either one, 

two or four people. These smaller seats allow the 

Church to use the nave and aisle space more flexibly 

while showcasing all of George Peck’s individually 

carved poppyhead finials and armrests. 

Storage for the Church is conceived as a small range 

of carefully crafted timber ‘boxes’ in a variety of sizes 

to suit different types of objects and their associated 

uses. The ‘boxes’ will be located in convenient and 

appropriate locations around the church and will be 

no higher than the window sills.

The design of the ‘boxes’ will be inspired by the 

language and high quality craftsmanship of existing 

timberwork around the Church, such as the panelling 

around the organ, the soffit and roof beams.

EXTENSION FACADE

The new extension could provide an exciting 

opportunity to celebrate and reinterpret Holy 

Trinity’s beautiful ornate tracery in a contemporary 

and functional way. 

The fabrication of this facade element could take 

advantage of highly efficient and effective computer 

aided manufacture (CAM) techniques that have in 

recent years become increasingly accessible to the 

architectural industry.

A contemporary ‘tracery’ would wrap around the 

primary structure of steel and glass behind it, 

enhancing the sense of transparency and depth 

while creating delicate shifting light and shadow 

effects inside the cafe during the day and night.

CHAIRS

The ‘Theo’ chair is designed by British product 

designer Simon Pengelly for Chorus Furniture. It is 

available in oak, ash or beech and can be stained or 

lacquered in a variety of colours with the option of an 

upholstered seat pad. It is lightweight, can be linked 

in various arrangements and stored in tidy stacks of 

up to 30 chairs.

The chair won the Church of England Design a 

Chair Competition in 2012. It has been used in the 

refurbishment of the Grade II Listed St Nicholas 

Church at Peper Harow, Surrey and the Grade I Listed 

St. Mary’s in the Market Place Church in Stockport.
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3 Tracery shadows in Holy Trinity Church2 Medway Crematorium1 Visual of proposed cafe extension facade
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